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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 5880 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, ETRN, AS 

SUBJECT: OMEGA AUSTRALIA 

REF: A) CANBERRA 5069 (DTG 190756Z JUL 77), B) CANBERRA 5385 
(DTG 01091 1Z AUG 77) 

1 . IAN WEBB, DFA, HAS INFORMED EMBASSY THAT MINISTER OF 
TRANSPORT PETER NIXON IS PREPARED TO SIGN OMEGA AGREEMENT 
ON SEPTEMBER 9 IF THIS DATE IS ESSENTIAL TO US BUDGETARY 
PROCESS. NIXON WOULD PREFER, HOWEVER, TO SIGN THE AGREE- 
MENT ON SEPTEMBER 20, WHICH IS WEEK FOLLOWING ACTU 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE SCHEDULED TO BE HELD IN SYDNEY SEP- 
TEMBER 12-16. NIXON ASSURED US THAT A NEGATIVE ACTU 
RESOLUTION ON OMEGA WOUULD NOT RPT NOT AFFECT GOA'S SIGNING. 
HOWEVER, FOR COSMETIC REASONS, HE WOULD PREFER NOT RPT 

NOT TO SIGN IT IMMEDIATELY BEFORE ACTU CONFERENCE. 

2. PLEASE ADVISE SOONEST WHETHER SEPTEMBER 20 WOULD 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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BE SATISFACTORY OR WHETHER WE SHOULD PUSH GOA TO SIGN 
SEPTEMBER 9. 
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